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Fall North American Migration
Count, September 18, 2010

For information or to volunteer
contact Margaret England at
sta5birding@embargmail.com Or 675-
674-0695.

Greetings,

HGAS has just completed its fourth year as a recognized National Audubon Chapter and
independent 501c3. Thank you all for another successful year.

Each August Audubon Chapters submit an annual plan with their top 5 goals for the

upcoming year. LastyearHendry -Gl ades Audubonds top goals in
101 presentations, offer birding education program in K -5 schools in Hendry or Glad es

County, increase membership, lead 23 trips to STA5 and continue participation in the Fall

and Spring NAMC (counts), Christmas Bird Count and Great Backyard Bird Count.

We were successful in working towards meeting our goals. Birding 101 information w as
presented during the Florida Wetlands Master Naturalist Class and Nature Club. Board

member, Ellen Minichiello -Boles, founded a Nature Club in partnership with Hendry County

4-H. The club studied birds, inland habitats, beaches and Lake Okeechobee. Membership
increased, HGAS members lead over 23 trips to STA5 and participation in the four annual

bird counts continued.

Each year HGAS recognizes one outstanding memj
recipient is Ellen Minichiello -Boles who founded, organized and lead the HGAS/4  -H Nature
Club. Ellen provided numerous hands on learning experiences, arranged for speakers, lead

field trips to beaches, wetlands, and Lake Okeechobee, and shared her vast knowledge of

nature with the children in the club. Students shared their learning at meetings and
developed questions for investigation. Ellen and her husband will be moving to Oregon this
summer. We appreciate ElIl ends | ove and enthusi

I f you have sugge s $doasmswodlddike torvaunteer tg hela with Nature
Club meetings or activities please contact me. The Club would like to participate in the
November Marine Science Competition.

Happy Birding!
Margaret England
Stab5birding@embargmail.com
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HGAS 2010 Conservation
Award Recipient i Ellen
Minichiello-Boles

This yeardés Conserva
Ellen Minichiello-Boles. She started a
successful HGAS/4-H Marine Life Nature
Club.

The 10 club members have participated in
outdoor activities in LaBelle, on Lake O,
and Bunche Beach including birds,
animals, plants and eco-systems. Each
member presents a summary of what they
learned or want to learn about.

Ellen and her husband will be moving to
Oregon next month. Though we are sad to
see you go, we are excited for you for your
new adventure. Congratulations, Ellen.

Photos by Larry Frogge




STA 5 Highlights

The Snail Kites are nesting at STA 5! The levee between 2A and
2B (south cells) will be off limits during the snail kite nesting
season.

Nine snail kite nests in the STA5 cells are being monitored by
SFWMD Biologists. There should be no activity or loud noise
within a 500 meter radius circle of the snail nest sites.

During the both th

were reported.

April trips

William Beebe's 12 Rules for Observing Wild
Birds and Animals in the Forest

Originally published in the June 1958 issue of The National
Geographic Magazine, "The High World of the Rain Forest"

(From a recent ListServ BirdChat articlea bo ut -8tift and
b i r d il thogght this was rather interesting.)

1. The first rule had to do with only moving when
wind does and blows leaves.

2. Number two had to do with partially closing your
eyes so as not to stare.

3. Your arms should be held high and only moved
down when leaves fall.

4. It helps to keep you mouth partially open when
listening to faint sounds.

5. Where drab colors and keep motion to a minimum.

6. Use an insect repellent so as not to disturb wildlife
with your motions respon

7. Take a step during each song while approaching
songbirds.

8. Squat in the fashion of Native Americans as it
allows two slight shifts which alternately ease all
muscles. Also it keeps you clear of wet surfaces.

9. Position glasses close to nose, so they can be
shifted to eyes with a minimum of movements.

10. Check multiple times so you do not have to trust
your eyes and memory.

11. Cough or a sneeze will disturb wildlife longer
than a loud yell or gunshot sound.

12. Do not whisper; rather use a low monotone in
speaking. One person is a best, two is a crowd. If
there are three or four persons, have them walk
ahead in single file. You can suddenly to stop, squat
motionless, and have the others go on. Wildlife
cannot count So you may go unnoticed.

Getting Started with Geocaching
Geocaching is a higtech treasure hunting game
playedthroughout the world by adventure seekers
equipped with GPS devices. The basic idea is to loca
hidden containers, called geocaches, outdoors and tf
share your experiences online.

Geocaching is enjoyed by people from all age group
with a strong sensaf community and support for the
environment.

n

There arel,060,687active caches and an estimaged
million geocachers worldwide.

Easy Steps to Geocaching

Register for a freBasic Membership

Click "Hide & Seek a Cache."

Enter your postal code and click "search."

Choose any geocache from the list and click ¢

its name.

Enter the coordinates of the geocache into yau

GPS Device.

6. Use your GPS device to assist you in finding {
hidden geocache.

7. Sign the logbook and return the geocache to
original location.

8. Share your geocaching stories and photos

online.
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Welcome to Cache -In Trash Out

Cacheln Trash Out is an ongoing
envirormental initiative supported by the worldwide
geocaching community. Since 2002, geocachers ha
been dedicated to cleaning up parks and other each
friendly places around the world. Through these
volunteer efforts, we help preserve the natural beauty
ouroutdoor resources!

~

D

Annually, we celebrate International Cadnelrash
Out events where geocachers have an opportunity t
participate in coordinated worldwide cleap efforts.
Geocachers host cleap events in their local area on
the same day or weekend other geocachers around
the world. Together, we make an enormous positive
impact. Did we mention that we also have a bit of fun
while we are at it?

O
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Cpeocioce Cpotlight

Adult female

SnailKite (Rostrhamus sociabilis)

Snail Kites are found in tropical and subtropical lowland swamps and
marshes with scarce vegetation in Florida, a few of the Caribbean
Islands, Central America, and South America. The Snail Kite has a body
length of 16-18 inches, nearly a 4-foot wingspan, and weighs 12-14
ounces.

A highly specialized predator, Snail Kites feed almost exclusively on
snails. This kitebs beak is specially
their shells. They will also eat fresh water crabs, turtles, and small
rodents if snails are not available. Snail Kites hunt from a perch or by
flying low over suitable habitat looking for snails. In Florida the species
relies on the availability of apple snails (Pomacea paludosa) which they
pluck from under the water using only their talons. The U.S. population is
non-migratory, though birds will move in response to food availability,
making Snail Kites sensitive to droughts and/or other changes that
impact the hydrology of their foraging habitat.

Breeding takes place throughout much of the year (usually Dec - Jul).
Nests are built over water to deter terrestrial predators. Snail Kites nest in
colonies in trees. The nest is built of sticks on a thin branch. When water
levels change in nesting areas, kites may be forced to build nests away
from the shoreline in less stable vegetation. Nests built on pliant grasses
and reeds often lead to greater rates of nest failure. An average of 3
eggs is laid per clutch that is incubated by both parents for 26 - 28 days.
The young kites fledge at 6-7 weeks old and become sexually mature in
less than one year.

The main threat throughout its range is the loss of wetland habitat,
though this problem is most critical in the U.S and possibly Cuba. The
Florida population is extremely vulnerable because of its restricted range
and relatively small population size. Alteration of the natural flow of water
in this state continues to be a threat (although in some areas, water
impoundment has had a positive impact on the species). Runoff water
containing fertilizers can lead to eutrophication in foraging grounds which
can promote the rapid growth of invasive plants (such as water hyacinth),
further reducing available foraging habitat.

Did you knoweé. .

e The female Snail Kite may desert the male and leave him to finish raising the nestlings, while she searches
for a new mate to raise a second clutch of eggs.

e A group of kites has many collective nouns, including a "brood", "kettle", "roost", "stooping", and "string" of kites.

e Fewer than 900 birds and 400 mated pairs were recorded in 2007. When they were listed as endangered in 1967,
there were fewer than 100 individuals; their population peaked in 1999 at around 3,600.
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As Oil Spreads, Citizen -Science Network
Keeps Tabs on Birds
High-tech eBird website tracks numbersin real  -time

Ithaca, NY& As oil continues to gush into the ocean from the Deepwater Horizon well, Gulf Coast bird watchers
are now taking action by surveying beaches and marshes for birds. By entering their counts at www.ebird.org,
they are helping scientists track hundreds of species that could be affected as the oil spreads toward land.

ANo one knows what the i mpact on birds wild.l be, but bird w
Chris Wood, co-leader of eBird, a joint project of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audubon Society.
AWedre asking birders to survey the coastline for Brown Pe

and other birdstohelpus under st and tohaen ds pgiulildbes tihmepugpcetgsh d nbscaoaVvean ef f

Anyone can view maps showing where each species is and how many are being reported up to the hour by
visiting www.ebird.org. The new eBird Gulf Coast Oil Spill Bird Tracker on the site enables people to gain quick
access to interactive maps showing the latest bird reports.

Launched in 2002, eBird gathers data on all North American bird species, amassing more than 1.5 million bird
observations per month, Wood said. Scientists analyze these data with landscape information such as climate,
human population, and habitat to see how birds are affected by environmental changes, not just during disasters,
but all the time.

Altdéds inspiring to see how bird wat cher deadersBdanSuliean.r passi on
ATheydre out there watchi ntg nbei rtdhse yféorre fpurno,v ibduitn gats ctiheen tsiaf m e
understand the consequences of environmental damage and to

Audubon will use the data as part of its on-the-scene recovery response, including volunteer recruitment and

coordination, and to help in its ongoing habitat restoration initiative across the Gulf region.i Thi s area i s vit a
welkbei ng of birds, ot her wildlife, and human communities to
Audubon.iThe eBird effort wildl give birders across the area a
Oil Spill Alert: Help Rescue Floridads
The disastrous spil!/ and | eakage of oil from the sunke

Hel p rescue Floridaodssquaeast & shicédsi sThes3, m00es from
Panhandle beaches. If efforts to stop its progress fail and oil continue to drift toward us and along the peninsula, it could
harm birds, sea grass beds, coastal marshes, and eventually the mangrove islands off the Florida Keys.

You can take action in many ways:

Your time and money can make the difference.

Add your name, address, tel ephone gohldteee medsitry. Showddbil rrakesandfatl onA
FIl oridabs beaches, Audubon will function as a clearingho
wildlife response | eaders for your aread6s beaches.

Sign the petition calling on President Obama, Governor Crist and other public officials to drop proposals to expand oil and
gas exploration near They ot dreoi thousaads ef Flaritliana starding together like we did at our
statewide Hands Across the Sand rallies February 13th.

Contribute to our special fund to rescue oiled wildlife, should it become necessary, and underwrite advocacy to Protect

Fl or i da 6 sandBuw eoastalebisds and wildlife. Your money will be used exclusively to fund wildlife rescue and
treatment and to tell national and state decision makders
dangerous oil drilling.

Read more about the spill and its environmental impact at the Audubon of Florida Blog.
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Egyptian Goose

The Egyptian Goose (Alopochen aegyptiacus) is a
member of the duck, goose and swan family
Anatidae. Native to North Africa and Syria, they are
named Egyptian Geese because the Egyptians kept
them for poultry. This is probably the most commonly
seen exotic goose species in the wild in Florida, but it
rarely breeds successfully (Florida BBA). The
sightings in Florida represent escapees.

: Egyptian Geese eat small insects, amphibians,

: NSNS BLGERY invertebrates, seeds, grains and leaves. During the
Photographed March 2010 at Buckhead dry season, they often will visit cultivated areas and

Ridge, Glades Co., FL i Jim & Bev Robbins cause considerable damage to crops.

Very belligerent and aggressive, especially during
breeding season, they are intolerant of other birds
including individuals of their own kind and are among
the most vicious of all waterfowl.

Both sexes look alike; the females are slightly
smaller, but not enough for readily identifying their
sex. Sexing is done easily by ear, however; only the
ganders hiss, while the females make a loud cackling
call. Although they swim well, Egyptian geese spend
most of their time on land.

Egyptian geese were considered sacred by the
ancient Egyptians, and appeared in much of their
artwork.

2010 North American Migration Count Hendry/Glades County Highlights

The 2010 NAMC was held statewide on Saturday, May 8, 2010. Glades and Hendry County participated and yielded a
total for both counties of 10,108 individual species. Glades County reported 87 total species and Hendry County reported
72 total species.

Highlights for Glades County included: 3 Baltimore Orioles, 8 Dickcissels, 89 Bobolinks, 2 Blue Grosbeaks, 2 Indigo
Buntings, 2 Yellow Warblers, 1 Gray-cheeked Thrush, 1 Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 3 White-rumped Sandpipers, LFor st e
Tern and 1 King Rail.

Highlights for Hendry County included: 1 Great White Heron, 11 Snail Kites, 1 Sora, 1 Sandwich Tern, 1 Yellow-billed
Cuckoo, 1 Eastern Screech Owl, 4 Burrowing Owls, 90 Bobolinks, 2 Purple Swamphens, 1 Common Myna, and 1 Gray
Kingbird.

Thanks to all who participatedi n t hi s year és count: Ann St ar k, ypadicipans), St 3
Margaret England, Alan Murray, Lynn James, Peter Relson, Irene Pomerantz, Brad Smith, Laurie Odlum, Nancy Paies,
Carol Griggs, Roberta Duncan Preston, Frank Strong, Valerie Ponzo, Sandy Koi, Carol Anderson, Dana Lou Campbell,

and Jill Strickland (Hendry County Participants.

The next NAMC will be Saturday, September 18, 2010. If you are interested in volunteering, contact Margaret England at
stabbirding@embargmail.com or 675- 674-0695.
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